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IOMS Membership Committee Update

Reaching the discon-
nected, growing the
connected.... 

The Membership
Committee is charged
with the task of recruit-
ing new members—
that’s a given. And this
should be the focus of

such a committee. We are proud to report
that the numbers are growing and we are
continuing to reach out to disconnected
physicians and physicians in training.

It’s difficult to keep in touch with people-
even ones you know. Whether it’s because
of address changes, email server changes,
relocations or new practices- it can be dif-
ficult. It’s even harder when you don’t
know people personally or they have been
gone from their connection point(s) for a
long time. A perfect example is our
attempts to reach the osteopathic resi-
dents in training in Illinois. Some of these
residents come from out of state and may
not be familiar with IOMS to begin with.
Then there are those who were students
at CCOM. The difficult part in reaching
past students is that during the medical
school training process, they spend the
later two years of their education away
from campus. They are rotating through
various hospitals and clinic sites, some-
times even in other states or countries.
And for two years, they are separated even
from each other. Which makes it difficult
to keep them in the osteopathic fold;

from core values and philosophies to the
AOA and IOMS, they are logistically dis-
connected from most of their osteopathic
roots. And once they graduate and go
into various training programs, there is
yet another transition within the commu-
nication pipeline. From the time they are
3rd year medical students until they grad-
uate residency (>50% from ACGME pro-
grams), there are a number of ways they
can get “lost” from the flock. And without
feeling that connection during that train-
ing time, it’s an uphill battle trying to re-
establish that connection, foster relation-
ships and hope they will want to join
IOMS after being disengaged. Hence, the
Membership Committee is focusing on
trying to prevent the disconnection from
happening to begin with by engaging
medical students during their clinical
years. We are also looking to meet with
the 4th year medical students during their
graduation week- to welcome them into
the profession and for those staying in
Illinois, to welcome them into IOMS.
Additionally, we are reaching out to the
MWU/CCOM OPTI and trying to enforce
legislation passed at the House of
Delegates in years past that encourages
Illinois osteopathic program directors to
be both AOA and IOMS members. We
also have two osteopathic residents train-
ing in ACGME programs on our
Membership Committee this year. We are
seeking to reach the students as they grad-
uate and reach the osteopathic residents
in our state, no matter where they are
training. 

As an organization, IOMS continues to
grow the connected and provide services
for its members. In the past month we’ve
had a Spring Conference that provided
yet another means for member-discount-
ed CME. The conference was held down-
town Chicago and those attending
received 11hrs of CME. Also, our lobbyist
and staff helped IOMS members lobby in
Springfield on March 7th at the annual
Osteopathic Physicians Day at the State
Capitol, and then again in Washington,
DC on April 26th at the annual AOA DO
Day on Capitol Hill. Talk about your
membership value—CME and political
action on your behalf all in just two
months! 

As you can see, IOMS is working hard to
reach out to the disconnected physicians
in the state and even attempting to pre-
vent that disconnect from happening.
And we’re still working hard to provide
great member services and grow the con-
nected. Who wouldn’t want to be
involved?! In fact, we’re hoping you’ll
want to be even more involved! We’d love
to have your ideas and energy- if there’s a
committee that interests you, don’t hesi-
tate to contact us! 

Respectfully submitted,

Nicky Ottens, DO
IOMS Membership Committee Chair
EM/FM Resident

Jennifer Braun Lakeville Student

Lydia Childress, DO Quincy Postgrad

Conway Chin, DO Davenport Associate

Laura Clay, DO Morton 1st Year

Jerome T. Daly, DO Frankfort Active

Susan M. Fedinec, DO Naperville Active

James Flaig, DO Effingham 1st Year

Jennifer Hagerty, DO Wilmette 1st Year

Michael McCarthy, DO Rockford 2nd Year

Steven D. Morton, DO Quincy Active

Scott Multack, DO LaGrange Active

Richard F. Multack, DO Olympia Fields Active

Patrick Para, DO St. Charles Active

David Raminski, DO Orland Park Active

Stephen M. Rudawski, DO Champaign 1st Year

Scott Schonewolf, DO Desoto Active

Michael D. Schreiber, DO Momence Active

Jason Smith, DO Chicago Active

Ahmed Tariq, DO Chester 3rd Year

Tina Valdez Chicago Student

Welcome New IOMS Members
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ADDRESSSERVICEREQUESTED

IOMS Mission Statement
The purpose of the Illinois Osteopathic Medical Society is to protect, advocate, maintain and support the philosophy of osteopathic medicine for the benefit of the profession and the patients it serves.

IOMS PHYSICIAN OF THE YEAR 
The Illinois Osteopathic Medical Society
requests nominations for its prestigious
annual Physician of the Year award.
Deadline for nominations is Sunday, September
30, 2007.

IOMS members in good standing may
nominate one or more qualified persons
for this award. Nominations must include
a copy of the nominee’s curriculum vitae.
Potential candidates will be selected based
on: 1) Nominee’s history of maintaining
high professional and ethical standards
for the osteopathic profession in the State
of Illinois, and 2) Nominee’s contribu-
tions to the professional community and
the community at large. Nominee must be
an IOMS member in good standing. For
nomination form, visit www.IOMS.org or
contact IOMS headquarters at

IOMS@IOMS.org; (800) 621-1773, ext.
8174; or (312) 202-8224 (fax).

LEGISLATOR OF THE YEAR - House & Senate
The Illinois Osteopathic Medical Society
requests nominations for its important
annual Legislator of the Year award.
Awards may be presented to a member of
the Illinois House of Representatives AND
a Member of the Illinois State Senate.
Deadline for nominations is Sunday, September
30, 2007. 

IOMS members in good standing may
nominate one or more qualified elected
officials. Commitment to high quality
health care and to the osteopathic med-
ical profession is the basis for this honor.
Please contact the IOMS headquarters at
IOMS@IOMS.org; (800) 621-1773, ext.
8174; or (312) 202-8224 (fax) to submit a

potential candidate for consideration.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD
The Board of Trustees of the Illinois
Osteopathic Medical Society determines
the recipient of Distinguished Service
Award. The award is in recognition of out-
standing support of and service to the
Illinois Osteopathic Medical Society and
the progress of osteopathic medicine. 

If you wish to forward on a name for con-
sideration, please contact a member of
the Board of Trustees or the IOMS head-
quarters at IOMS@IOMS.org; (800) 621-
1773, ext. 8174; or (312) 202-8224 (fax).
Deadline for nominations is Sunday, September
30, 2007.

For lists of Past Winners, visit
www.IOMS.org.

NOMINATIONS NOW BEING ACCEPTED


